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In Memoriam: Dave Wellman
JUNE 22, 2022
Dave Wellman, director of communications at Marshall from 2001 to 2018,
died yesterday at the age of 69.
Prior to joining Marshall as a staff member, he was a longtime sports and
senior reporter for the Huntington Herald-Dispatch, a position he had held
since graduating from Marshall in 1975. He received numerous awards from
Gannett and the West Virginia Press Association for his reporting.
Funeral arrangements are incomplete at this time.
Read the Herald-Dispatch article on his passing.

Board of Governors approves capital projects list
JUNE 21, 2022
Amid receiving end-of-year updates ranging from finance to earnings to budgets, the Marshall
University Board of Governors approved at its June 16 meeting a Capital Expenditure Project
Report (CEPR) for the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission (HEPC), should
funding become available.
While Marshall’s current CEPR list includes some $532 million worth of proposed projects from
the 10-year campus master list, they are prioritized according to the most critical needs. The
HEPC will make the final decision on which projects, if any, will be funded.
The board approved an intent to plan a Master of Science program in natural resources and the
environment and okayed the transfer of the Bachelor of Arts in sports management from the
College of Health Professions to the College of Business.
In other action, the board approved new officers for one-year terms, which will begin in July.
The officers are:
•
•
•

Patrick Farrell – Chair
William “Bill” Smith – Vice-Chair
Chris Miller – Secretary

Following an executive session, the board approved a list of naming opportunities for the
College of Business’s new Brad D. Smith Center for Business and Innovation. The specific
naming information will be released at a later date.
Additionally, the board announced it will meet in a special session at 9 a.m., Friday, June 24, to
consider a capital program project statement on the proposed baseball stadium.

Please pass this along to anyone you know who may be interested.

Shakirov wins highly competitive NIH R01 grant to continue
research
JUNE 21, 2022
Dr. Eugene Shakirov (pictured), an assistant professor of biological
sciences at Marshall, was awarded a $1.18 million, four-year grant
from the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The NIH R01 grant
from the National Institute of General Medical Sciences will
support his research, “Genetic and epigenetic architecture of
natural telomere length variation.”
The highly competitive grant award is a renewal of his earlier
award (2018-2022) and will continue to fund his research on
telomeres, the physical ends of chromosomes which shorten with age.
Shakirov is the principal investigator and will work with a team of collaborators from the
University of Texas at Austin and Texas A&M University with expertise in biochemistry,
genomics and computational biology. An R01 grant is among the most competitive grants issued
by the NIH, and Shakirov’s may be one of the largest to be received by Marshall’s Department
of Biological Sciences.
“Dr. Shakirov joined Marshall’s Department of Biological Sciences in Fall 2019, and despite the
pandemic taking a toll on research he has maintained an active and productive lab including
mentoring of graduate and undergraduate research students,” said Brian Antonsen, chair of the
Department of Biological Sciences. “This very competitive grant, among the largest ever
received by a member of our faculty, will enable him to continue his important work to
understand critical processes underlying ageing and disease.”
Prior to joining the Marshall University faculty in 2019, Shakirov worked as a research scientist
at the University of Texas at Austin. He earned a doctorate in Biochemistry from Texas A&M
University and a doctorate in Microbiology from Kazan State University in Russia.
According to Shakirov, telomeres in humans shorten with age, and their initial length at birth
pre-determines cellular lifespan.
“Failure to properly regulate telomere length leads to cancer, premature aging and age-related
disorders. However, the exact genes establishing proper telomere length remain to be discovered,

and their discovery may lead to substantial progress in aging and cancer-related research,” he
said.
“Our research aims to discover novel genes regulating telomere length using the unique
biological and genomic resources in the model plant Arabidopsis thaliana,” Shakirov continued.
“Because telomere length regulation mechanisms are highly conserved between animals and
plants, our data may provide important insights into the genetic variants predisposing individuals
to telomere-associated stem cell, cancer and age-related diseases.”
For more information about Marshall’s Department of Biological Sciences,
visit www.marshall.edu/biology.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since June 8, 2022
Students: 2
Faculty: 1
Staff*: 2
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed June 29, 2022. Please send items
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, June 27, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/June-22-2022.
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